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I. This REPORT consists ofa total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet, 
J. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. [X] (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) SiUAsA of 4 sheets, as follows: 

O S!!? *'5'^"Pt'?"' claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this renort and/or 

^ SeSsSe'ta rfr^e!^?' sheets but which tiiis Authority consider, contain an amendment that goes beyond 
^e^disclosure m the mtemational application as filed, as mdicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the SupJlemenS 

b. □ ''**'»''<''*«^«'r'«'''o"«'5«^«<wo«(K;atotalof(indicatetypeandnumberofelecfr^^^ nnnf«j„v.„ 

. This report contains indications relating to the following items: ' " ~ 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Swln??^^^^ "f^^' Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement appucaDiuiy, 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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2. 



□ This report is based, on translations from the original language into the foilowine laneuase 
which IS the language of a translation furnished for the p^Ls of: '^Sua^® 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

Q publication ofthe international application (under Rule 12.4) 

[J international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55 3) 

Q aie international application as originally filed/fiimished . 
pC] the description: 

pages 1-3,6-17 as originally filed/furnished 

n!S!* "^"^ •"'^r'* °" 2005 with the letter of 25 February 2005 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of ary^wwo 



X| declaims: 



tbe drawings: 



pages 20-23 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

'!?*^^''y*''^"*°"*y°"25February200S withAeletterof25Febru^ 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of ««ry^«uD 



pages 1-2 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (j;wcS5>): 

Q any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify)- 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (jpec/jg;): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 

' ^ ^^'"^ QT'/JOjc tf/ieete may marked ^'superseded. " 
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Ltion,^rcf«nf,t?H ^^"^t ^^^^^ ""''^ "S^"'' industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement -"""y, 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-34 YES 

Claims j^q 

Inventive step aS) claims 1-34 YES 

Claims j^q 

Industrial applicability (lA) claims 1-34- YES 
Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Citations 

Dl: US 5192504 

NOVELTY nsn AM) INVENTIVE STRP <TS) 

Dl represents the closest prior art, and teaches, referring to Figure 8 thereof, method and apparatus for 
processing samples vjere a sample and reagents are introduced at predetermined times, quantities and velocities 
mto an mlet 24 of a chamber containing an immiscible isolation fluid 72, mix at predetermined location 74 to 
torm a processed sample and where the processed sample proceeds to outlet 28 for further processing 150 and 
analysis 152 (see also columns 7-8, 1 1-14 and Figures 1-2 of Dl). 

However, no obvious combination of the pnor art further teaches or suggests a method and apparatus such that 
the sample and reagent are introduced as discrete bodies immersed within and moving within a suspension fluid 
as per clami 1. Hence this claim, and consequently claims 2-34, are novel and inventive over the prior art. 

INDUSTRIA L APPLTrARn.TTV ( TA) 

The subject matter of the clauns is applicable to automated analysis systems. 
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